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UNIVERSITY WOMEN’S CHORUS 


DOREEN RAO, CONDUCTOR 
Claire Preston, piano 


I 
David Brunner Earthsongs 
(b.: 1953) The world is full of poetry 
In safety and bliss 
We join with the Earth 


Shu Yu Betty Meng, oboe 


II 
G.B. Pergolesi Stabat Mater 
(1710-1736) Stabat mater dolorosa 


Cujus animam gementem 
Leah Gordon, soprano 
O quam tristis et afflicta 
Quae moerebat et doebat 
Suzanne Hendriks, mezzo-soprano 
Vidit suum dulcem natum 
Eia mater fons amoris 
Laura Albino, soprano 
Fac ut ardeat cor meum 
Catharin Carew, mezzo-soprano 
Inflammatus et accensus 
Quando corpus morietur 


*““MEET THE SINGERS” INTERMISSION 


Please join the Univeristy Women’s Chorus for Valentine’s Day refreshments in the foyer. 


IV 


Kristen Gilbert Chamundayie (an Invocation of the Feminine) 
(student composer) 


Il 
Béla Barték Selections from Twenty-Seven Choruses 
(1881-1945) Only tell me 
Loafer 
Teasing Song 
Johannes Brahms Ave Maria 
(1833-1897) Esther Yoo, graduate student conductor 
id 
Nick Page Thula S’Thandwa 
(b. 1949) 
Frode Fjellheim Two Sami People 
(b. 1959) Tara Davidson, saxophone 
Gerald Smith This is the Day 
(b. 1970) Ianjai Mounsey, gospel solo 


Thank you to our rehearsal pianist, Dr. George Brough, 
and to Juliet Hess, Chorus Manager. 
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Karthsongs 
David Brunner 


These texts speak of the wonders of 
nature and of the importance of 
protecting the animals, caring for the 
plants andnurturing on another. The 
World is Full of Poetry is a text by a 19" 
century geologist James Gates Percival. 
In Safety and Bliss is a Buddhist 
writing from the Sutta Nipita and is very 
solemn and chant-like. The third and 
final movement, We Join With the Earth 
is a text from the United Nations 
Environmental Sabbath Program. 


Stabat Mater 
Giovanni Battista Pergolesi 


Stabat mater dolorosa 

There stood the Mother grieving, 
Beside the cross weeping, 

While on it hung her Son. 


Cujus animam gementem 
Whose saddened soul, 
Sighing and suffering, 

A sword pierced through. 


O quam tristis et afflicta 

O how sad and how afflicted 
Was that blessed Mother 

Of the only-begotten! 


Quae moerebat et doebat 
Loving mother, who was grieving 
And suffering, while she beheld 
The torments of her glorious Son. 


Programme Notes & Texts 


Vidit suum dulcem natum 

She saw her own sweet Son, 

Whose dying caused His desolation, 
While He yielded up His spirit. 


Kia mater fons amoris 

Oh mother, fount of love, 

Make me feel the force of your grief, 
So that I may mourn with you, 


Fac ut ardeat ardeat cor meum 
Grant that my heart may burn 

In loving Christ my God, 

So that I may be pleasing to Him. 


Inflammatus et accensus 

Lest I burn in flames enkindled, 
May I, through thee, O Virgin, 
Be defended on Judgement Day. 


Quando corpus morietur 
When my body perishes, 
Grant that my soul be given 
The glory of Paradise. 
Amen. 


Ave Maria 
Johannes Brahms 


Hail Mary full of grace, 

The Lord is with thee, 

Blessed art thou among women, 
And blessed is the fruit of thy womb, 
Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, 

Pray for us sinners, 

Now and at the hour of our death. 
Amen. 


Chamundayie 
Kristin Gilbert 


This Sanskrit chant is an invocation for 
feminine self-empowerment. I wish to 
express celebration for feminine energy 
and confidence, and choose the medium 
of women’s chamber chorus so that a 
group of women could share in this joy 
as an ensemble. Doreen Rao has been 
influential in the creation of this piece, 
as she has put much effort into 
generating female power in choral 
music today, and I would like to thank 
her for her encouragement. 


Thula S’Thandwa 
Nick Page 


Mr. Page chose three very simple 
variations for this very lovely traditional 


Zulu lullaby. The first is a simple 
Mozart-like accompaniment. The 
second is based on the marimba music 
of Zimbabwe, and the final section 
quotes the “Rock-a-bye Baby” theme, 
which the audience is welcome to join 
in singing. 


Two Sami People 
Frode Fjellheim 


The Sami tradition comes from 
Scandinavia’s most Northern region. 
Yoiking is practiced as one of Europe’s 
oldest musical forms and stems from the 
traditional Sami and is a wholly unique 
style. This music can be hypnotic, 
exciting, vital and powerful. To many it 
also has a sacred, religious or 
supernatural dimension. If one had to 
classify this music, the terms ambient, 
trance and techno would come to mind. 


University Women’s Chorus 
Esther Yoo, graduate student conductor 


Laura Albino Chloé Hunter Kelly Perras 
Pamela Ashbourne Lindsay Isaak Jennifer Petch 
Catharin Carew Andrea Kitney Anne-Marie Ramos 
Catherine Cheng Fawn Yu-Fang Kuo Natalie Rogerson 
Jenny Chun Jenny Kwok Jacqueline Seo 
Cheryll Chung Hye Won Lee Shilpa Sharma 
Andrea Czarnecki Sunny Lee Soon-Hee Shin 
Julie Deck Kitty Liu Laura Steele 
Chantal Fennell Ianjai Mounsey Kelly Tipler 
Meghan Fleet Yuko Okonuki Vicky Watt 

Leah Gordon Sarah Olynyk Michelle Westberg 
Suzanne Hendriks Jadelyn Ong Jenny Wong 


Juliet Hess Katrina Pak 


Meet the Artists 


Doreen Rao holds the University of 
Toronto Elmer Iseler Chair in Conducting. As 
Director of Choral Programs, Dr. Rao 
conducts the MacMillan Singers, the 
University Women’s Chorus, and the newly 
formed Master Chorale. A member of both 
the Faculty of Music Performance and 
Music Education Divisions, Dr. Rao also 
teaches graduate and undergraduate courses 
in conducting and choral music education. As 
part of her ten year choral outreach 
programs in the schools, Dr. Rao directed and 
advised an extensive professional 
development and research program in 
partnership with the North York, Toronto, and 
Etobicoke regions. 


Educated in the United States, Dr. Rao was 
awarded both the M.Mus. and Ph.D. from 
Northwestern University. During her long 
association with the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra, she served as assistant conductor 
of the Chicago Symphony Chorus under the 
direction of Margaret Hillis, her teacher and 
mentor. As Music Director and Conductor of 
the celebrated Glen Ellyn Children’s Chorus, 
Dr. Rao prepared her young singers for 
concerts, tours, and recorded performances 
that won four Grammy Awards and a Grand 
Prix du Disque under Sir Georg Solti, 
Margaret Hillis, and James Levine. Her choirs 
performed regularly with the St. Louis 
Symphony Orchestra under the direction of 
Leonard Slatkin and as invited guests of the 
Oregon Bach Festival for performances with 
Helmuth Rilling. 


Dr. Rao’s innovative Sing with the 
Symphony school concerts were introduced by 
the Toronto Symphony Orchestra during their 
1994-95 season to actively involve student and 
family audiences in listening as performers. 
In past seasons Dr. Rao conducted similar 
programs with the Regina Symphony and 
North York Symphony Orchestras on their 
regular subscription series. For 
Newfoundland’s first International Festival 
500, Dr. Rao conducted the world premiere 


of Gary Kulesha’s Crossings with the 
Windsor and Newfoundland Symphony 
Orchestras and festival choirs. Drawing on her 
performance experience, teaching expertise, 
and research efforts, Dr. Rao’s “Choral 
Music Experience” concept of music 
performance as music education serves as the 
theoretical foundation of her influential 
publications including her choral textbooks 
and her extensive choral music series which 
she advises and edits for Boosey & Hawkes. 


Dedicated to the art of choral singing and 
the future of music education, Doreen Rao 
founded the CME Institute for Choral Teacher 
Education, an international professional 
development and research center for 
teachers, conductors, scholars, and 
composers. In anational tribute presented to 
her by the American Choral Directors 
Association the eminent American conductor 
Robert Shaw wrote, “The world of choral 
music owes her special thanks. She is 
preparing our future”. Canadian Journalist 
Bronwyn Drainie described Doreen Rao as 
“a brilliant artist and teacher. . . whose 
methods and materials could re-energize the 
art of singing in our schools.” 


Dr. Rao is the recipient of numerous 
honors and awards including the 1997 Phi Mu 
Alpha Sinfonia National Citation for her 
significant and lasting contribution to the 
cause of American music. She has been 
honored by the YWCA as Outstanding Leader 
in the Arts and Culture, by her colleagues of 
the American Choral Directors Association for 
her commitment to choral excellence. 


The University of Toronto Choirs 
comprise undergraduate music students in 
performance, music education, music history, 
and composition. The students study and 
perform in ensemble as part of their 
university education in music. The three choirs 
include the MacMillan Singers, founded in 
1994 to celebrate the legacy of Sir Ernest 
MacMillan, the University Women’s Chorus, 
and the newly formed Master Chorale. 


Imagine Pertect Resonance. 


A chord is struck, but never fades, sustained forever. 


Dr. Arthur Plettner 
1904-1999 
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Arthur Plettner graduated from the Faculty of 
Music many years ago and now, because of his 
generosity, is helping students that have come after 
him. When Dr. Plettner made a note of 
remembering the Faculty of Music in his Will, 
he created an endowment fund that will provide 
enduring financial support to gifted graduate and 
undergraduate students in financial need 
wishing to study at the Faculty of Music. 
Thank you Dr. Plettner. 


For more information on Planned Giving please 
contact the Development Office of the Faculty of Music 
by calling 416-946-3145. 


Choral Music on Campus Series 


Artists in Song II 
MacMillan Singers 
Doreen Rao, conductor 


Saturday, March 3, 2001, 8pm 
Victoria University Chapel 


Kulesha 
Bach 

Schafer 
Hatfield 


Shaman Songs 

Motet V, Komm Jesu, Komm 
Magic Songs 

Missa Brevis 


Tickets: $12/6 
Box Office: 416-978-3744 


